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Overrules is the official quarterly newsletter for all tennis officials in USTA Northern. 
Items included in each quarterly issue are upcoming news and notes, 
trainings/evaluations, rules and procedures updates, milestones, introductions to new 
officials and a showcase about an official working in our Section. Ideas and information 
is always welcome. If you have anything you would like to add, please e-mail Kristi 
Bushinski at bushinski@northern.usta.com. 

 
A Message From Our Chair of Officials … Tim Kurtt 
I hope you had a great summer. The high school tennis season is about to wind down and before you 
know it, the ITA season will be in full swing.  
 
There are many changes going on at the national level that will have a positive impact at every level of 
officiating we do in USTA Northern. You should have been receiving updates from Skip Gilbert 
concerning these changes. I want you to know that I have been in contact with Skip and the new national 
hires introducing them to the key players on the USTA Northern Staff and Board, as well as keeping the 
USTA Northern Board up to speed on the changes. Please know that USTA Northern is fully involved and 
supportive of the reorganization and understands that this is a work in progress knowing it will take time 
and patience for both the physical and cultural changes to take effect. I invite you to contact me if you 
should have questions or concerns about these changes.  

Closer to home, I would like to invite you to attend one or both of the upcoming official’s informal 
meetings (October 13 or December 8). These meetings were suggested by many of you as a way to get 
together and discuss a variety of topics in an informal environment. I have scheduled two meeting dates 
and locations before the end of the year and hope you will be able to attend. USTA Northern will pick up 
the tab for your favorite beverage and a sandwich. In order to ensure we have a handle on numbers, 
please let me know if you plan on attending either or both of the sessions. I look forward to seeing you 
soon. 

Tim Kurtt  

timkurtt@aol.com or (651) 260-4853 

 
Official’s Meetings 
October 13, 2014 – Burger Moe’s – St. Paul, Minn.  
December 8, 2014 – Granite City Food & Brewery – St. Louis Park, Minn. 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Trainings/Evaluations 
There are not any training sessions scheduled at this time. If anyone is looking to move their ranking up, 
(i.e., college level) and would like to attend a Level 2 chair clinic or be evaluated please let Kristi 
Bushinski know. 

 

News and Notes 
Calendar/Schedule Blocking – Thank you to everyone for keeping their calendars updated with their 
availability in Arbiter. Please continue to keep your calendars updated. 
 
Who is Working Higher Level Events Outside of the Section? – Look at all the USTA Northern 
officials who are working professional events around the country. For more information on how you too 
can apply to work professional events, please contact Tim Kurtt at timkurtt@aol.com. 

 

• Ron Jacobus Jr. will be working the Orange Bowl Tournament in Florida in November. 

• Vyasachar Mohan and Doug Miller worked the Women’s 75K Challenger in 
Albuquerque, N.M. in September, and will work the men’s 50K Men’s Challenger in 
Champaign, Ill., in November. 

• Jan Schreier will be working the men’s 50K in Champaign, Ill., in November 

• Tony Stingley and Lisa Mushett have been selected to work the 2015 Women’s 
Big Ten Championships in Lincoln, Neb., in April. 

 
Way to go Northern Officials, keep up the great work! Please forward information for future 
newsletters to Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 

Rules/Procedures Updates – Bullying 
USTA Northern is addressing the issue of bullying on all levels within the Section. The following policy 
has been drafted and implemented. At this point in time, it is unclear how this will impact the way we 
officiate in USTA Northern. Until these details are sorted out, I would ask that you continue to write up 
Code Violations and After-Match Incidents as you have in the past, paying special attention to the actual 
verbiage and actions used by anyone involved in the incident.  
 
As a reminder, we are only to enforce the Code to the best of our abilities and to report the actual facts of 
the incident as accurately as possible. USTA Northern is responsible for issuing any and all suspension 
points, suspensions, etc. Your thought process should focus only on the current behavior observed and 
how the code should be implemented. Remember there are players on the other side of the net, players 
playing next to the match, spectators, coaches, etc. and the standard for behavior you set on one court 
will have a direct impact on the behavior of the players on other courts. More importantly, it helps to 
create a fair and comfortable environment for the all players. This helps to grow the game of tennis and 
will continue to create future officiating opportunities. Please feel free to Tim Kurtt your questions or 
concerns.  
 
USTA Northern Anti-Bullying Policy 
USTA Northern supports an environment for participation in tennis conducive to the enjoyment of the 
sport that is free from threats, harassment and any type of bullying behavior.  
 
A USTA Northern program participant (including players, coaches, volunteers, etc.), parent or spectator 
who engages in any act that constitutes bullying - including physical, emotional and the use of electronic 
communications (i.e. cyberbullying), harassment or threatening behavior intended to harm others through 
any written, verbal, physical or electronically-transmitted expression directly to the intended or through a 
third party, is subject to appropriate disciplinary action including, but not limited to: 

•         Suspension Points 
•         Suspension 
•         Permanent Suspension 
•         Referral to Law Enforcement Officials  



 
The severity and pattern of the behavior or threats and/or result shall be taken into consideration when 
disciplinary decisions are made.  
 
To report those who are in violation of the above policy, please contact Mike Goldammer, USTA 
Northern Executive Director, at goldammer@northern.usta.com or 952-358-3284. 
 

Rules/Procedures Updates – Safe Play & Background Check 
Requirements 

As some of you who have already attended officials training classes may know, effective January 1, 2014, 
the 3 steps outlined below must be fulfilled to be eligible to serve as a USTA Certified  Official. 
  
IMPORTANT UPDATE  
Many USTA Officials have asked if it would be acceptable to take the condensed version of the training 
which originally only applied to Junior Team Tennis volunteers. We listened to your concerns and after 
discussions with the Safe Play initiative staff at the USTA, it was determined that those who completed 
the condensed training would have those results count. Going forward any official needing to take the 
training this year will have the option to take either the condensed training session or the full training 
session. Click here to access that training module if you have not yet completed it.  Finally, remember that 
most districts and sections review work records for certification in October so it is strongly recommended 
that you make sure your records are up to date in the Nucula system prior to your USTA Section or 
District imposed deadline. 
  
Step 1:  Complete the online training module (http://training.teamusa.org/):  You will be prompted to 
create an account. Depending on your knowledge and skill-set, the training will take you 90 to120 minutes 
to complete if you take the full version or 30 to 60 minutes for the condensed version. If you are unable to 
complete the training in one session, you can return and continue using the account you created.  YOU 
CAN COMPLETE THIS STEP AT ANY TIME BEFORE SUBMITTING TO A BACKGROUND CHECK IN 
AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2014. 
  
Step 2: Review the USTA’s definitions of prohibited conduct and its procedures for reporting and 
responding. 
  
Step 3: Complete Your Background Screen Application. 

The biennial background screening needs to be completed between October 1, 2014 and 
December 31, 2014. At that time, in order to submit the application, you will be required to certify and 
affirm that you have successfully completed (1) and (2) above.  The USTA has retained the services of an 
independent third party, the National Center for Safety Initiatives (NCSI), to conduct background screens 
of all Applicants. Please begin your background screen through 
NCSI: https://www.ncsisafe.com/members/selfreglandingUSTA.aspx. 

a)       Once you have submitted your background screen information, results will be generated in 
approximately 10 business days.  Please be sure to add ncsisafe.com to your accepted email 
domain list. Watch for an email from Compliance@ncsisafe.com in the days following your 
application; this will also contain your NCSI Applicant ID number which can be used to check the 
status of your application on NCSI’s website. 
b)       NCSI may contact you within the 10 business day waiting period to request more 
information. You can confirm the legitimacy of the request by checking your status on NCSI’s 
website using the Applicant ID number; your status will note the same request for information. 
Please watch for communications from NCSI as these emails may end up  in your “spam” folder. 
c)       When your screen is complete you will receive either a green or red light, based on the 
results of your application and the USTA’s criteria. If you receive a green light, you will be listed on 
the results page of USTA.com. If you received a red light, you will be notified by NCSI of your 
status, and you will not be eligible to be certified by the USTA or provide services for the USTA. 

  
For additional information, please visit www.usta.com/safeplay. 



  
For all questions related to the background screen system, please contact: The National Center for Safety 
Initiatives Phone: (866) 833-7100; E-Mail: clientservices@ncsisafe.com 
For all policy-related questions, please contact: United States Tennis Association; E-Mail: 
safeplay@usta.com 
  

Milestones 
Birthdays this Quarter: Happy Birthday to all! 

• Jan Schreier – October 1 

• Jim Hella – October 14 

• Doug Miller – October 17 

• Lisa Mushett – October 19 

• Bruce Burton – November 1 

• Heather Landrus – November 12 

• Brett Jacobus – November 13 

• Paul Finkelstein – November 15 

• Dick Nelson – December 15 
 

Getting To Know USTA Northern Official ... Doug Miller 
 
How long have you been an official? 
I got started completely by accident, so to speak. I never aspired to become a tennis official, but one day 
in 1998, as I was exiting the Northwest Club after working out, a picture of a car for sale on a bulletin 
board caught my eye. Right below it was an index card advertising for anyone that would be interested in 
becoming a tennis official. It had a name and contact number. I copied down the information, and a few 
weeks later, I was in a class. I passed the initial testing, and shortly after that, I started on-court training. It 
was good timing, because I hadn't been retired long, still relatively young, and was looking for something 
to occupy my time, but challenge me at the same time. It turned out that officiating fit the bill completely. 
  
How and why did you get started? 
There are a lot of reasons for becoming an umpire, but if I had to narrow it down to a couple, here goes: 
It's a challenge to both your physical and mental capabilities, but also a challenge to be able to ensure 
that whenever you are on court in an official capacity, that it's a level playing field for all the players. To be 
that neutral person that all the players will look to for the right solution or decision that needs to be made 
promptly to ensure that the match goes as smoothly as possible. It can be very rewarding. 
 

What has been your biggest highlight as an official? 
My biggest highlight as an official had to be eventually getting selected to work the US Open. You can't 
officiate at a higher level than that. It's a great honor to be on court with the best players in the world. I 
had already been working circuit and tour events, but this was the pinnacle. 
 

Why should someone else become an official? 
Well, if you're looking for a challenge, and are not necessarily participating in sports anymore, then this is 
a way to stay involved. But even if you are still an active player, I think being in a different role, as an 
official, is something that you would find quite rewarding and enjoyable.  
 
What advice would you give young officials who are looking to advance to the professional level? 
As far as aspirations of working professionally, you have to understand that everything in officiating starts 
at the local level, and you should not be in a great hurry to get to the professional level. You have to hone 
the basic skills of what an on-court official does first, with the help of experienced officials, and have a 
mentor that will help you get as far as your skill set will take you. Not everyone is cut out for professional 
work. I was lucky to have several good local officials spend time training and evaluating me, and when 
the time was right, to encourage me to give pro tennis a try. I especially want to single out one official 
from the rest, Vyasachar Mohan, for taking all the time that he did to work with me, mentor me and help 
me get my first professional assignment. I owe him a great deal.  


